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FOLKESTONE TOWN COUNCIL

Date of Publication: 7th October 2021

AGENDA
Meeting:
Date:
Time:
Place:

Climate and Environment Committee
Thursday 14th October 2021
7.00 p.m.
Council Offices, Town Hall, 1-2 Guildhall Street, Folkestone.

To:

The Climate and Environment Committee
(All other Councillors for information only)

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to attend a meeting of the Climate and
Environment Committee on the date and at the time and place shown above to
transact the business shown on the agenda below. The meeting will be open to
the press and public.
Any member who wishes to have information on any matter arising on the
Agenda which is not fully covered in these papers is requested to give notice
prior to the meeting to the Town Clerk.

J L Childs
Town Clerk

1.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive and approve any apologies for absence.

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive any declarations of either personal or prejudicial interest that
Members may wish to make.
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3.

MINUTES
To receive the Minutes of the meeting of the Climate & Environment
Committee held on 2nd September 2021 and to authorise the Chairman of
the Committee to sign them as a correct record.

4.

ALLOTMENT RULES
The committee is asked to consider and approve the attached Allotment
Rules v12 which includes amendments put forward by the working group
and Allotments Manager.

5.

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
The committee is asked to consider additions 5.3 to 5.5 and note the
attached action plan.

6.

C & E OFFICER REPORT CE/21/300
The committee is asked to receive and note the attached report.

7.

BUDGET 2021/22 – POTENTIAL GROWTH ITEMS
At this juncture the Committee is asked to consider proposals for possible
growth items and non-recurring revenue expenditure for climate &
environment projects and initiatives for next year. The Finance & General
Purposes Committee will consider the full list of proposals put forward by
all Committees at its meeting on the 16th December 2021.

8.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
3rd February 2022 @ 7.00pm
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FOLKESTONE TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Climate and Environment Committee meeting held on Thursday,
2nd September 2021 at 7pm at the Town Hall.
Present: Councillors Ann Berry, Abena Akuffo-Kelly (Chair), Ray Field, David
Horton, Connor McConville, Jackie Meade, Tim Prater, Belinda Walker and
Richard Wallace.
Absent:

Cllr Danny Brook

In attendance:

Vicky Deakin – Communities & Events Officer
Liz Timmins – Communities & Grants Officer

One member of the public was in attendance.
14.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence.

15.

MINUTES
The Committee were asked to receive the Minutes of the meeting of the
Community Services Committee held on 3rd June 2021 and to authorise the
Chairman of the Committee to sign them as a correct record.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd June 2021
be received and signed as a correct record.
Proposed: Councillor Jackie Meade
Seconded: Councillor Connor McConville
Voting:
F:9, Ag:0, Ab:0

At this juncture it was
RESOLVED: That agenda Item 7. Trees 2021 / 22 be brought forward.
Proposed: Councillor Richard Wallace
Seconded: Councillor Belinda Walker
Voting:
F:9, Ag:0, Ab:0
16.

TREES 2021 / 22
Following suggestions from Councillors, Tree Wardens and members of the
public; the Tree Working Group compiled the tree planting schedule in
partnership with KCC. The schedule includes proposals for planting throughout
Folkestone Parks and Highways. Committee were asked to consider the draft
schedule and approve the release of the £15,000 budget.

1
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Cllr Richard Wallace and the C & E Officer updated the committee further to
which it was
RESOLVED: That the planting schedule be approved in principle and
further to receipt of a KCC site inspection report, the final list of viable
sites be sent to all Town Councillors for last inspection / feedback upon
which it is agreed that, providing trees are planted equally, where
practicable across all FTC Wards, the £15k budget be released.
Proposed: Councillor Abena Akuffo - Kelly
Seconded: Councillor Richard Wallace
Voting:
F:9, Ag:0, Ab:0
17.

C & G OFFICER - PLAY PARK REPORT CE/21/294
The C & G Officer updated Members and provided comprehensive supporting
information further to her research on best value for money. The committee
were asked to receive, consider the options and approve the attached report.
Cllr McConville briefed the committee further to Parks Working Group meetings
and regarding RoSPA recommendations.
RESOLVED:
i) To approve Optimum Option: ‘Refurbishing the parks to a high
specification and make them more inclusive, increasing the play value of
the parks and making them into an asset for the local community. The
approximate cost of this would be £250,000 i for the first year and it is
estimated a further £35,000 per annum for the next 4 years. If you were to
do all the parks in one large tender this would prove to be more cost
effective for two reasons: 1; Usually deals can be struck with play
companies who are willing to offer discounts to win the business. 2; Once
work on the parks is complete the maintenance would be very little.
Spreading out the £250,000 over three years, for example, would still
require the minimum spend on some of the parks to make them safe in
the first year or so’.
ii) ‘The Parks Working Group recommends the Committee resolve
to approve the release a further £150,000 from reserves, subject to the
approval of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, at its next
meeting 21st October 2021, to commence with the ‘Optimum’ option
presented’.
Proposed:
Seconded:
Voting:

Councillor Connor McConville
Councillor Jackie Meade
F:9, Ag:0, Ab:0
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iii) Folkestone Town Council’s large planters currently situated in
Cheriton should be relocated to George Gurr play park further to
the C & G Officer ascertaining viability and costs.
Proposed:
Seconded:
Voting:
18.

Councillor Jackie Meade
Councillor Belinda Walker
F:9, Ag:0, Ab:0

C & E OFFICER - FAIRTRADE EVENTS REPORT CE/21/295
The committee were asked to receive, consider the options and approve the
attached report.
The C & E Officer briefed the committee in respect of the report.
RESOLVED:

Proposed:
Seconded:
Voting:
19.

i)

To receive and note Report CE/21/295

ii)

To support hosting a Fairtrade Awareness event on
Sunday 26th September as part of Great Big Green
Week.

iii)

To approve a request to the Finance & General
Purposes Committee to consider a virement of £2,000
from the New Services Reserve to the Fairtrade budget
to assist in the delivery of the Fairtrade event.

Councillor Jackie Meade
Councillor Belinda Walker
F:9, Ag:0, Ab:0

ALLOTMENTS 2022/23 RENT REVIEW REPORT CE/21/296
The committee were asked to receive, consider and approve the attached
report.
RESOLVED: To receive and approve report CE/21/296 and maintain the
status quo with the rent remaining at £0.556p per m2.
Proposed: Councillor Belinda Walker
Seconded: Councillor David Horton
Voting:
F:9, Ag:0, Ab:0

20.

PLANT A TREE FOR THE JUBILEE
The C & E Officer is currently contacting local schools, community and youth
groups, Cadet Units and all other appropriate / eligible organisations to
establish if they may wish to be involved with the ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’
initiative that FTC are delivering to Commemorate the Queen's Platinum Reign
(https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-andcommunities/queens-green-canopy/
3
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Members were asked to nominate possible schools, community groups or any
other organisation that may wish to be part of this initiative with land on which
individual trees or avenues, copses and whole woodlands can be planted.
Noted
21.

FLOWER AND SHRUB BED PLANTING 2021 / 22
The C & E Officer provided the committee with an update following liaising with
the FHDC Horticultural Manager to ascertain a timeframe for the delivery of the
agreed renewal of all FTC sponsored shrub beds.

22.

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
The committee were asked to note the additions to the attached Climate Action
Plan.
RESOLVED: That this item be deferred to the next meeting to facilitate
additional information being provided for Members to comprehensively
consider the Climate Action Plan and all additions.
Proposed: Councillor Jackie Meade
Seconded: Councillor David Horton
Voting:
F:9, Ag:0, Ab:0

23.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
14th October 2021 @ 7.00pm

The meeting concluded at 8.30pm.

Chairman ………………………………………………
Date ……………………………………………………
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1 Definitions and Interpretations
"The Council"

means Folkestone Town Council, and includes any
committee of the Council, or any allotment officer appointed
by the Council under the Allotments Acts 1908 and 1950.

"Allotments"

means an area of land set aside by the Council, and
protected by statute, for the purposes of leisure and of
growing vegetables, flowers and fruit.

"Allotment Tenant" means any person, 18 years or older and residing within the
area of Folkestone, who is thereby entitled to rent an
allotment plot situated within one of the Council's allotment
sites.
"Allotment Plot"

means an area of land, of various sizes, within each
allotment site, that is available to rent for an annual sum.

"Allotment Rent"

means the annual charge for renting an allotment plot for 12
months, from the 1st April to 31st March. This charge is
reviewed annually by the Council, and any increases will be
notified in writing prior to invoices being sent.

"Minimum Charge" means the minimum invoice amount that will be issued by the
Council.
“Tenancy”

2

The tenancy is a yearly tenancy starting on the 1st of April in
the year specified in the tenancy agreement.

Version 12 Last updated September 2021
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2

Eligibility Criteria and Allocation of Plots

2.1

To be eligible for an allotment a person must be 18 years or older and resident
within the Town of Folkestone (Allotments Act 1908 Section 23 (1)).

2.2

The Council will supply information regarding available plots, on a site by site
basis, to allow applicants to visit and inspect potential plots before making a
decision to confirm their interest in a particular plot.

2.3

When someone confirms their wish to commence a new tenancy, having
identified a vacant plot and clarified that they are eligible, then they will be asked
to sign a Tenancy Agreement before being allowed to start work on the plot.

2.4

All allotment plots are let on an as seen basis, there is one waiting list. The
Council is not able to carry out improvement or clearance works for new tenants.

2.5

When a vacant plot is not available, the Council operates a Waiting List for each
site. When a plot becomes vacant the person on the top of a list is given first
refusal for the tenancy. People are given two weeks to respond to this offer and if
no response is received within this time, their name is removed from the waiting
list. If they do not wish to or cannot take that plot at that point in time, the Council
will allow them to defer whilst staying at the top of the list until another plot
becomes available. In this instance, the plot will be offered to the next person on
the list. Where, for example two plots become available at the same time, the
Council will write to the first two people on the list regarding the two vacant plots
and these will be allocated on a “first come first served basis”.

2.6

The Council rents out plots of various sizes, and due to the increasing demand for
allotment plots the Council is splitting a number of larger plots in order to increase
the availability of space to prospective tenants. New tenants are being restricted
to being able to rent a plot, according to what becomes available at the time.
Existing tenants who currently rent more than one plot will not be affected, but will
not be allowed to increase their holding, or retain this larger number of plots if
they make an application to change sites.

2.7

Each allotment tenancy will be leased in the name of one person only, even if
more than one person works on the plot. There will be no automatic right of
inheritance. However, the other person can make a representation to the Council,
before the tenant vacates the plot, seeking the Council’s agreement to take over
the tenancy. The Council will consider such representations on a case-by-case
basis.

2.8

Plot allocation is restricted to the equivalent of two average size (126m2) plots per
household. Tenants cannot go back on the waiting list for additional plots.

3
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3

Allotment Tenant Responsibilities

3.1

The tenant shall keep their allotment plot in a good state of cultivation, and not
allow weeds and grass to cause a nuisance to neighbouring plots. (See 6.3).

3.2

Tenants must only use their allotment plot for their own personal use and must
not use their plot to carry out any business or grow produce for profit. Breach of
this rule by any tenant may result in immediate termination of the tenancy by the
Council.

3.3

The tenant shall not deposit, or permit to be deposited any refuse, rubbish or
extraneous1 matter on their plot, or any other part of the allotment site. All waste
from the permitted allotment activities shall either be composted on the plot or
burnt as outlined in 3.4.

3.4

Bonfires are permitted under certain conditions, which are designed to prevent a
nuisance being caused to neighbouring residents and other plot holders. Under
the Environmental Protection Act 1990 it is an offence to cause a nuisance
through the generation of ‘smoke emitted from premises so as to be prejudicial to
health or a nuisance’. Therefore, the tenant must conform to the following
requirements:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1

4

No bonfires are permitted between 1 April and 31 August
From 1 September to 31 March, bonfires are permitted on Tuesdays after
12pm and the first and third Saturday of the month after 12pm.
Bonfires must be extinguished, if not burnt out, by dusk.
When permitted, only burn when suitable weather conditions permit, to
avoid causing a nuisance (wind drift etc)
When permitted, only burn organic matter and dry vegetable matter that
has been produced on your own plot. Do not burn material that has been
given to you from other plots.
Do not set fire to massive piles of materials but start with a medium stack
and add further material in stages.
Non-vegetable matter such as plastic, rubber, carpet or roofing felt must
not be burnt, and flammable liquids such as old sump oil must not be burnt
or used to light fires.
In the event of a reasonable complaint, from another tenant or member of
the public, regarding a nuisance being caused by the bonfire, then the fire
must be extinguished immediately.
All fires must be contained within an incinerator. No open fires are
permitted.
Breach of this rule by any tenant may result in immediate termination of the
tenancy by the Council.

Any matter which is not relevant/essential/pertinent to the use of an allotment.
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3.5

The tenant shall not cause or permit any nuisance or annoyance to any other
tenant, or obstruct or encroach onto other plots, paths, communal thoroughfares
and roadways.

3.6

The tenant shall not, without the written consent of the Council, cut or prune any
trees growing in a communal allotment area.

3.7

The tenant shall not take, sell or carry away any minerals, gravel or clay from the
allotment sites.

3.8

The tenant shall not plant conifers or trees that are non-fruiting or have nonedible
fruits. When planting fruit trees the tenant must use dwarf rootstock.

3.9

The tenant shall not, without the written consent of the Council, plant a hedge or
install any type of fence around or on their plot (see section 5.11).

3.10 The tenant is permitted to bring dogs onto the allotment site, however, for health
and safety reasons any such dogs must be kept on a lead at all times. All faeces
must be removed immediately and disposed of appropriately. Dogs must not be
allowed to foul neighbouring plots.
3.11 The tenant shall not keep or allow other persons to keep animals or livestock
(except hens or rabbits, but not cockerels) on their allotment plot. Although it is
lawful to keep hens or rabbits on an allotment, the Council requests that it is
advised in writing when this is intended and the tenant will need to demonstrate
that this can be done in a way that is not detrimental to the health of the animals
or fish and will not cause a nuisance to other allotment tenants - S12 Allotments
Act 1950 see also the Animal Welfare Act 2006.. Any structure required to keep
hens or rabbits on a plot is subject to the provisions of Section 5 of these rules.
3.12 The tenant shall not be permitted to keep bees and beehives on the allotments,
without the written consent of the Council. The tenant will need to demonstrate
that they are properly qualified, and that bee keeping will not cause a nuisance to
other allotment tenants.
3.13 The tenant shall not alter or permit anyone to alter the water supply system on the
allotments provided by the Council and shall not connect or permit to be
connected a hose pipe to the water taps.
3.14 Tenants that are elderly or have a disability that makes it hard to carry water to
their plots may be allowed to use a hose pipe to fill their water butts if they make
representation to the Council on an annual basis. They must also show that they
have made attempts to collect rainwater on their plots before they will be allowed
to do so.
3.15 That tenants could be allowed to use hose pipes to fill their water butts only in dry
periods of weather during the months of June, July and August when the Town
Council has permitted this by placing a notice in the Allotments notice boards.
Provided that a hose pipe ban has not been enforced by the Water Authorities.
5
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3.16 All tenants must install rainwater collection systems, eg plastic water butt to
collect rain water.
3.17 The Tenancy of an Allotment is personal to the Tenant. Pursuant to Section 27
(4) of the Allotment Act 1908, tenants may not assign, underlet or part with
possession of all or part of their Allotments (including any structure shed or
greenhouse). Breach of this rule by any tenant may result in immediate
termination of the tenancy by the Council.
3.18 The Council reserves its right to change the allotment rules from time to time but
will make such changes known to tenants in advance in an appropriate manner
e.g. through the Council’s website, on-site notice board or by letter. The Council
will supply a copy of any updated rules, free of charge to any person who
requests a copy. Tenants will be expected to comply with any rule changes,
following the consultation and notification process.
3.19 Disputes and Tenant behaviour
3.19.1 Any disputes between tenants should be referred to the Council and the
decision of the council will be binding on all tenants involved in the dispute
3.19.2

Tenants shall not at any time use offensive language or offensive /
aggressive behaviour towards other tenants, Council Officers or
members of the public. The Council shall reserve the right to issue one
month’s Notice to Quit if this condition is not adhered to.

3.19.3

The Council operates a complaints procedure, and details of this can be
obtained from the Council, or via the Council website.

3.20 The tenant shall not, without the written consent of the Council, install or resize a
pond on their plot(s). Requests relating to ponds on allotment plot(s) will be dealt
with on a case by case basis. Factors that will be considered by the Council
when dealing with such requests are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

Size of allotment plot
Proposed size of pond (max 1.5m & 50cms deep with sloping sides)
Proposed location of pond including proximity to communal paths
and roadways (minimum distance away 2m).
Safety and Risks (the tenant must manage the risks to children &
others that may enter the allotment site including providing signage
and fencing)
Ponds must not be allowed to stagnate.

3.21 The tenant is required when entering or leaving the allotment site to lock the gate
behind them.

6
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3.22 The tenant will not use sunken baths or tanks for water or any other use. Baths
being brought onto allotment land will be considered waste and tenants will be
given notice to remove them.
3.23 Tenants are not permitted or allowed to bring carpets, underlay, tyres or ay other
household good that is not allotment friendly onto the allotment site, or to be used
on any allotment plot in any way.
3.24 Pesticides, herbicides and inorganic fertilisers can be helpful when clearing and
cultivating an allotment, however they can also be hazardous and have
environmental implications. Council recommends trying to minimise the use of
pesticides, herbicides and inorganic fertilisers, or reduce the levels of use over
time. If using any of the above, tenants must:
a) put up a notice on your plot to advise tenants with Children or Pets to take all
reasonable care and to ensure that other plots, grass roads and paths, hedges
and trees are not adversely affected, and make good or replant as necessary
should any damage occur.
b) select and use pesticides, whether for spraying, seed dressing or for any other
purpose whatsoever, so that there is minimal risk to members of the public,
birds and other wildlife, with the exception of vermin or pests.
c) follow the instructions for use carefully and comply at all times with current
pesticide regulations.

4 Council Responsibilities
4.1

The Council will provide and maintain computerised allotment records in
accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations. The Council will
also provide public access to staff during normal working hours. The public and
allotment tenants can also contact the Council via telephone, 01303 257946 and
via the Council’s website, www.folkestonetc.kentparishes.gov.uk.

4.2

The Council will provide and manage a notice board on each allotment site and
will permit allotment tenants and societies to use it to display suitable and relevant
notices.

4.3

The Council will encourage and work with allotment associations and will
endeavour to attend meetings when requested.

4.4

The Council will promote best practice on all its allotment sites and encourage
sustainable environmental management. It will seek to make sites accessible and
useable for all allotment tenants.

4.5

The Council will provide, and maintain in good working order, a water supply to
every site, with water access points spaced around the site. The Council will
arrange to have the water supply turned off during the winter months (between
the beginning of November and late March each year) to protect against burst
pipes. Tenants are not permitted to tamper with the main stopcock. Breach of this

7
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rule by any tenant may result in immediate termination of the tenancy by the
Council.
4.6

The Council will assist security by providing boundary fences and/or hedges, with
lockable access gates at every site. Every tenant, at the start of their tenancy, is
provided with an access gate key (£10 administration charge required, nonrefundable) for their personal use only. In the interests of maintaining security
tenants are asked not to make copies for others to use. All keys provided by the
Council remain the property of the Council, and together with any additional
copies must be returned to the Council when a tenancy comes to an end.

4.7

The Council will arrange for ground maintenance operations to be carried out on
every site through its Grounds Maintenance contracts. This will include grass
cutting on all the roads, (but not the small paths between plots) and the boundary
hedge.

5 Buildings and Structures
5.1

On receipt of an Allotment Structure Permission Request Form from tenants, the
Council will consider giving permission to erect one shed and one greenhouse
subject to the size of the plot. Greenhouses are to be no larger than 10’0” (3.05m)
x 8’0” (2.44m) and sheds no larger than 8’0” (2.44m) x 6’0” (1.83m). Written
permission from the Council is also required to erect any further provision or
structure, such as poly tunnels and hen houses. Should permission be granted for
additional or larger structures planning permission may be required.

5.2

The Council’s consent is subject to tenants obtaining any appropriate planning
permission and compliance with any applicable building control regulations. The
tenant is liable for any costs in relation to compliance with planning and building
control regulations. Any liability associated with failure to comply with current
planning and building control regulations is the responsibility of the tenant.

5.3

All buildings and structures on allotments must only be used in connection with
the use of allotment plots.

5.4

All such buildings should be maintained in a good state of repair and condition. If
the Council is not satisfied with the state of repair it may require the tenant to
remove the shed, green house or structure forthwith

5.5

Buildings and structures must not be installed on a permanent base.

5.6

When a tenancy ceases on a plot, the tenant will be expected to remove their
buildings and structures from the allotment site before their plot is re-allocated.
Such buildings, structures or belongings shall be removed by the end of one
month from the end of the tenancy, unless otherwise agreed with the Council.
Following the end of this period, any remaining structures on the plot will revert to
the ownership of the Council and will subsequently be offered for use by the new
tenant.

8
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5.7

Tenants must not remove, demolish or alter in any way sheds or structures
provided by the Council and the Council is not liable for loss or damage to any
contents stored in sheds and structures owned by the Council.

5.8

Tenants are advised not to store valuable equipment and materials in their sheds
or structures, and should not store petrol, oil, propane/LPG gas, lubricants or
other inflammable materials. Any weed killers or poisonous liquids should be
clearly labelled.

5.9

Tenants are permitted to install compost bins and structures intended for such
purpose. Tenants are also permitted to erect fruit cages and support structures for
soft fruit and fruit trees. Barbed wire is not permitted on any allotment plot. Where
possible all compostable material should be composted in an agreed compost
area managed by the Allotment Association and contents burned under a
controlled environment following receipt of permission from Folkestone Town
Council.

5.10 Tenants are required to clear any broken glass from their plot and to ensure no
sheets of glass are stored on the plot, unless they are framed in some way, to
protect themselves and others from sharp edges.
5.11 The tenant can apply, in writing to the Council, for written consent to allow fencing
to be erected around his/her plot for the protection of his/her crops, but, the tenant
must not obstruct any of the paths around the allotment site. Such fencing and
gates shall:
•

Not exceed 1 metre in height

•

Be properly constructed and anchored to the ground

•

Not involve any sharp edges or rusty metal.

•

Not encroach onto paths which should be at least 1 metre wide

5.12

The Council operates a no smoking policy in all shared buildings and structures
in accordance with the Public Health (Tobacco) Act 2006. Where applicable,
‘No Smoking’ signs will be displayed in clear view. These signs must not be
obstructed, tampered with or removed.

5.13

The Council reserves the right to request the removal of any structures or objects
that is not in keeping with Allotments Buildings and Structures. i.e. unsightly
objects not in keeping with the Allotments which cause a nuisance to neighbours
or neighbouring plot holders.

5.14 Erection of tents, yurts and other temporary structures, as well as daytime and
overnight camping, are not allowed on allotment land.
5.15 No motor vehicles are allowed on allotment land without permission from Council.
Motor vehicles may not be parked overnight or deposited on allotment land.
9
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Caravans, Motorhomes and live-in vehicles are not permitted on any allotment
land.

6 Site Management
6.1

The Council will arrange for regular site inspections, to ensure that each site is
being properly maintained and used. The Council reserves the right to access any
plot or structure in order to carry out these inspections.

6.2

The site inspections will include checking on the performance of the Council’s
Grounds Maintenance contractor, the cultivation of plots, the condition of site
boundaries and identifying any other problems that the Council needs to resolve.
It is also an opportunity for Council officers and members to meet allotment
tenants, and to receive feedback.

6.3

Given the high demand for allotment plots the Council wishes to avoid plots being
left uncultivated for lengthy periods, especially during the main growing season.
However, the Council recognises that cultivation practices can vary during the
seasons, and has prepared the following definition to help tenants understand
what the Council is expecting:
•
•
•
•

A minimum area equal to 80% of the total plot should be cultivated and in
active use during the main growing season (March to September)
The Council will accept that space can be taken up by raised borders and
internal paths, provided the minimum cultivation area is obtained.
Fruit trees are allowed (see section 3.8), but it is not acceptable to turn a
plot into a fruit orchard, with fruit trees planted on grass. The minimum
cultivation rule is still expected.
The Council will allow new tenants a reasonable period of time to reach
these standards, especially if they have taken over a plot in poor condition.

6.4

Any site problems should be reported to the Council as soon as possible.

6.5.

If it appears to the Council that the plot has not been cultivated, the tenant will
receive a non cultivation letter giving them 14 days to respond. A maximum of two
non cultivation letters will be sent to the tenant within a 12 month period, if after a
reasonable period of time the plot is still uncultivated the Council shall reserve the
right to issue one month’s Notice to Quit.

6.6

Due to the coronavirus pandemic there are strict rules set down by Government
regarding hand washes and social distancing that Council must ensure its tenants
adhere too, tenants are therefore expected to regularly check the allotment
noticeboards for updates and additional rules not covered within this document
that must also be obeyed.

7 Termination of Allotment Tenancy Agreements
10
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7.1

Tenants will have many reasons to terminate their tenancy agreement, but the
Council requires confirmation of the cancellation in writing, giving a minimum of
one month’s notice. The Council will not refund any rent paid in that year when
the cancellation is at the request of the tenant.

7.2

The Council reserves the right to terminate an allotment tenancy via one month’s
written Notice To Quit pursuant to Section 30 (2) of The Allotment Act 1908 if:
7.2.1 Allotment rent is in arrears for 40 days or more (whether formally
demanded or not); or
7.2.2 It appears to the Council that the Tenant of an allotment, after the
commencement of the tenancy thereof; is resident outside the Town for
which the allotments are provided.
7.2.3 It appears to the Council, not less than three months after the
commencement of the tenancy thereof, the Tenant is not duly observing
the rules affecting the allotment plot/site (The Allotment Act 1908
Section 28), or any other term or condition of his/her tenancy.

7.3

The Council will initially write to any tenant, where it is considering cancelling a
tenancy agreement, explaining the reasons for its concern and asking the tenant
for an explanation. Sometimes a plot is not being cultivated due to illness, and the
Council will take this into account, and not be unreasonable. A written Notice To
Quit will only be issued after all reasonable efforts to resolve the issue have been
unsuccessful.

7.4

In extraordinary circumstances, the Council may be required to cancel or
temporarily suspend some tenancy agreements, where the land is required or
appropriated under statutory provision, or for purposes for providing new services
such as roads or sewers, building, mining or any other industrial purpose. In such
unusual circumstances the Council shall give tenants 3 months notice in writing
pursuant to Section 1 of the Allotments Act 1922. In all other circumstances
the Council shall give tenants 12 months written Notice To Quit expiring before 6th
April or after 29th September in any year.

7.5

The tenancy of an allotment plot shall, unless otherwise agreed in writing,
terminate two months after the death of the tenant.

8 Charges
8.1

11

At the end of January each year tenants will be sent an invoice in advance for
allotment rent and a Tenancy Agreement covering the forthcoming year - 1st April
to 31st March. Invoices are on a strict 30 day payment term, should full or partial
payment (if paying quarterly) not be received within this time frame it will be
assumed that a new tenancy is not required and the plot will be offered to
someone on the waiting list. New tenants starting during this year will initially be
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sent a reduced invoice, covering the period from their start date until the 31st
March. After that they will receive the annual invoice in January.
8.2

The Council reviews its allotment charges on an annual basis, as part of its
budget setting process, and tenants are then written to in January, giving them 3
months notice of the introduction of any new allotment charges.

8.3

Tenants wishing to pay allotments charges quarterly can do so only if they apply
to the Council in writing; however they will be required to pay an administration
charge of £10 per annum, unless otherwise agreed in writing, paid in advance
with the first quarters rent. The tenant is reliable for keeping up with his/her
payments. See section 7.2.1 for rent arrears.

8.4

All new tenants will be required to pay a £50 deposit which will be returned at the
end of the tenancy if the allotment is returned cleared ready for a new tenant to
occupy.

9 Change of Address and Notices
9.1

Tenants should immediately inform the Council, in writing, of any changes in their
contact details. Tenants will be required to surrender the tenancy of their plots if
their new address is outside the town boundary, save in exceptional
circumstances.

9.1

Notices to be served by the council on the tenant may be:
a) Sent to the Tenant’s last known address in the Tenancy agreement (or
notified to the Council under these rules) by first or second class post,
registered letter, recorded delivery or hand delivered', or
b) Served on the Tenant personally or
c) Left on the Allotment plot

9.1

Notices served under sub-paragraph a) above will be treated as properly served
even if not received as a notice sent by post is presumed (subject to the contrary
being proved) to have been received when the letter would ordinarily be delivered
in ordinary course of post; Interpretation Act 1978 Section 7.

If you have any queries about these rules, please contact the Allotment Manager on
01303 257946 or ian.bishop@folkestone-tc.gov.uk .
Breach of any of these rules by any tenant may result in termination of the
tenancy by the Council.
12
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The Council accepts no liability for any loss, damage or injury to tenants or their
belongings occurring on their allotment sites.

13
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August 2020

Find out what energy and fuel is currently used in our daily
operations. Then calculate baseline carbon footprint.

Switch energy to 100% renewable energy supplier

Review energy use in Town Hall

Investigate options for adding solar panels to the roof of the
Town Hall

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Ongoing

Ongoing

January 2020

By

Action

Aim 1 Reduce the Council’s carbon footprint to net zero by 2030

Action Plan Progress 2020-21

Listed building approval unlikely due to visibility
Insufficient south facing areas

Turning off monitors/printers etc when not in use

Complete.

Plan to be developed to help see an annual
reduction in the region of 10%

Complete.
Carbon Footprint in August 2020 is 26.85 tonnes of
CO2e

Progress
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April 2021

Replace council owned vehicle with suitable electric model when
existing diesel vehicle lease is up for renewal

Develop safe walking and cycle routes in partnership with district
and county councils.

Encourage more use of local shops as alternative to driving
further afield or getting orders delivered to home

2.1

2.2

2.3

Posters will be displayed on the Town Councils’
noticeboard to encourage local shopping and this
message is frequently shared on the Council’s social
media.

A directory of businesses supplying local produce is
being developed and will be shared on community
websites and via social media.

Electric Vehicle Nissan Leaf leased
Electric Minibus (grant received from KCC)

Progress

Ongoing

Encourage the reduction of cutting of grasses areas to minimise
carbon emissions and maximise potential for wildflower and
pollinators

Encourage pollinators by becoming a “Bee Friendly Town”

3.1

3.2

Ongoing

By

Action

Linking into KCC Plan Bee project
Bee bombs being purchased for sale in Town Hall

1200 sqm Tile Kiln Lane
12000 sqm Churchill Ave
Southern Way water plant banks

3 areas agreed with KCC and FHDC to turn into
wildflower verges

Progress

Aim 3 Increase Carbon Capture through tree planting and land management

Ongoing

Ongoing

By

Action

Aim 2 Reduce car emissions by encouraging switch to walking cycling and electric vehicles
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Sign up to NALCs tree charter

Reduce use of harmful pesticides in the Town

Encourage residents and landowners to support bio-diversity in
their gardens through information sharing and education

Achieve Fair Trade Town Status

Hold an event for
Great Big Green Week 18-26 September

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

By
Ongoing

Remove single use plastic from the Town Hall

Art piece of the wire fish for the collection of single use
plastic bottles

4.1

4.2

Ongoing

2020

Ongoing

Action

Aim 4 Single Use Plastic Free

Annually plant at least 28 new trees, refill flowerbeds, troughs
and shrub beds.

3.3

Old stock being used up but not replaced

Progress

Sharing weblinks to relevant information and tips has
being developed on the Council website.

The council will not use any harmful pesticides in
managing its land and this commitment.

Tree Planting Schedule underway
Shrub Beds maintained annually with a three year
programme to renew some of the ones that are
beyond maintaining.
Signed
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Plastic Free Folkestone

Ongoing

Recycle paper used

Reducing paper usage

Using recycled plastic furniture for benches and bins. The
recycled plastic is made from bottles and bottle caps. This is
very hard wearing, vandal resistant and is low maintenance
when left outside for long periods of time. For e.g. one picnic
bench could contain as many as 102,420 recycled bottle caps.

Recycling wet pour rubber/rubber tiles so they don’t go into
landfill. Between 2016-2018 the amount of plastic and rubber
sent to landfill and incinerators in the UK increased by around
80%. Most rubber surfacing is not recycled, in stark contrast to
the industry advances in tyre recycling.

Dog poo bags. For the new dog poo bag dispensers, we could
commit to ensuring all the bags purchase are plastic free, 100%
biodegradable and compostable. These can degrade within 24
months and don't generate greenhouse gases.

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

Ongoing

By

Ongoing

Action

Aim 5 Recycle & Reuse

4.3

Councillors ‘opt in’ to receive paper agenda packs
otherwise sent electronically.

Confidential Paper Collection Bin collecting all paper
for recycling.

Progress

Cllr B Walker a member for Council
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Folkestone
Town Council

This report will be made
public on 7 October 2021

REPORT NUMBER CE/21/300

To:

Climate & Environment Committee

Date:

14 October 2021

Responsible Officer:

Town Clerk

Subject:

Communities and Events Officer Update

SUMMARY:
The report provides an update on the delivery and development of services, initiatives
and events led by the Communities & Events Officer covering the period from May
2021 to September 2021.
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION:
The Town Council is committed to the continual development of its services and
events.
To identify what aspects of our Climate & Environmental responsibilities within
Folkestone Town Council require priority development, especially mindful of Covid19
and its far-reaching impact and to consider the provision of additional services to
develop existing initiatives. Therefore, there is a need to show evidence of current
provision and those to be considered for the future.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. To receive and note Report CS/21/300
Aims and Objectives – To enhance the current services to the community
Financial Implications – Services Budget 2021/22 £88,850
Equal Opportunities – Access to all
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1.

INTRODUCTION
This report intends to summarise the development of projects, initiatives and
events from May 2021 to September 2021.

2.

FAIRTRADE TOWN STATUS & AWARENESS DISPLAY IN TOWN HALL

2.1

A Fairtrade display with samples of products that can be bought locally has
been set up in the Town Hall foyer with the C & E Officer also developing a
portable awareness stand which includes samples, information leaflets and
other literature, Fairtrade T-shirts, bags and badges etc. This will also be
installed in the foyer and at applicable upcoming events and markets locally,
supported by the Steering Group.

2.2

All local schools, youth organisations, community groups etc. were emailed
once again in July with an invitation to join the Steering Group, support the
initiative or get involved in any way they would like as appropriate.

2.3

Currently, St Marys Primary School have responded and indicated they are
working towards its Fairtrade School Silver Award.

2.4

Pupils have been working on Fairtrade projects such as creating maps
indicating where products come from and research which they have linked to
the curriculum and the Sustainable Development Goals.

2.5

FTC and the Steering Group will be working in partnership with teachers and
pupils to hold a Fairtrade ‘rally’ on Friday 22nd October at the Town Hall from
9am – 12pm. Pupils will hand out their chocolate bar recipes and information
leaflets they are currently creating.

2.6

In addition to raising awareness at this rally and other events, FTC will also
physically further hand out the Fairtrade Survey in digital and hard copy
format and continue gathering information regarding products used, supplied
and retailed in all local settings which will subsequently be collated and
analysed to complete Goal 3.

3.

TREE PLANTING 2021 / 22

3.1

Further to the last C & EC meeting and the approval of the Tree Planting
Schedule in principle, the KCC Tree Officer has been asked to provide a site
inspection report including the identification of the final list of viable sites which
will be sent to all Town Councillors for last review/feedback upon which,
providing trees are coordinated to be planted equally, where practicable across
all FTC Wards, the £15k budget be released.

3.2

The C & E Officer is continuing to research the feasibility of the free sapling tree
scheme which is available to community groups to Commemorate the Queen's
Platinum Reign including engaging with ‘Up on the Downs’ to ascertain the
potential to plant along the border of the play park at George Gurr Crescent.

3.3

Members views and details of suggested planting sites are again sought.
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4.

FLOWER AND SHRUB BED PLANTING 2021 / 22

4.1

The first Flower Working Group meeting was held on 8th September 2021
being a productive meeting generating much-informed debate with members
identifying key/priority actions in respect of existing FTC sponsored sites and
areas to be developed with the C & E Officer continuing to follow up on
requests and questions raised by Members.

4.2

The Horticultural Manager at F & HDC has been contacted with a request to
advise if the area in front of the East Cliff Pavilion can be planted with flowers
or a flowerbed and included in FTC’s annually sponsored schedule.

4.3

If agreed as a viable site, FTC will consider the continued planting of daffodils
at Links Way carried out by the Town Sprucer last year and a response is
awaited from F & HDC in respect of whether they can do this on our behalf.

4.4

Kents Bee Plan Newsletter will be published in the FTC Community Magazine
and on our website which includes suggestions for Folkestone residents in
respect of planting wild areas/bee friendly plants in their gardens/window boxes
etc.

4.5

The C & E Officer has pursued the potential of F & HDC installing signage to
public/highway/footpath areas that are left wild / bee-friendly indicating it is done
intentionally to encourage bees / support the ecosystem, thus reducing
complaints where people assume it is because the Council are not carrying out
grounds maintenance and also highlighting the importance of these sites.

4.6

Further to Folkestone East Ward Councillors raising their concerns in respect
of the railing planters in the Hill Road area, the F & HDC Horticultural Manager
has been contacted with a request for feedback on why they were not planted
as fully or with the high standard of flowers similar to planters throughout
Folkestone which were stunning and also, on how the issue with lack of
watering can be addressed going forward. The C & E Officer hopes to have a
response to be shared with members at the committee meeting.

4.7

FTC continue to liaise with the FHDC Horticultural Manager to ascertain a
timeframe for the delivery of the agreed renewal of all FTC sponsored shrub
beds.

