
  FOLKESTONE TOWN COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

Meeting: Folkestone Town Council 
Date: 17th November 2022 
Time: 6.00 p.m. 
Place: Town Council Chamber, 1/2 Guildhall Street, Folkestone 

To: Town Councillors 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to attend a meeting of the Folkestone Town 
Council on the date and at the time and place shown above to transact the business 
shown on the agenda below.  The meeting will be open to the press and public. 

Any member who wishes to have information on any matter arising on the agenda 
which is not fully covered in these papers is requested to give notice prior to the 
meeting to the Town Mayor or Finance Officer. 

P Cross 
Finance Officer 

Prayers 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive and approve any apologies for absence.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive any declarations of either personal or prejudicial interest that
Members may wish to make.

3. MINUTES
To receive the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on the 16th June 2022
and to authorise the Town Mayor to sign them as a correct record.

Date of Publication:  10th November 2022 
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4. TOWN GRANT APPLICATIONS  
 The following Town Grant applications have been received and assessed by 

members on merit against five categories. Applicants requesting town grants 
£1,000 and over, will answer any questions that the Council may have.  
Applications will be considered later in the meeting. 

 

 
 

5. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 Up to 15 minutes shall be allowed for public questions from registered 

electors to be put to the Council in accordance with the Council’s approved 
Standing Orders. 

 
6. MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
7. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 To receive the Minutes of the above Committee’s meetings of 24th February, 

31st March, 28th April, 26th May, 30th June, 28th July, 25th August and 29th 
September 2022. 

 
8. MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 To receive the Minutes of the above Committee’s meeting of 17th February, 

21st April, 16th June 2022 and 1st September. 
 
 

Ref  Applicant Purpose 
Amount 

Requested 

1 
H G Wells Short Story 

Competition  
H G Wells Short Story Competition  £600.00 

2 South Kent Mind 
Young Persons Mental Wellbeing 

Courses 
£2,500.00 

3 Folkestone Rescue Funding of a Supervisor Role  £2,500.00 

4 Tynwald Residential Home New Beginnings £2,500.00 

5 A:dress 
A:dress: Women, Girls, Fast Fashion & 

Eco-Action 
£1,215.00 

6 Speedway at Arc House 
Speedway Special Needs Silent Disco 

Events 
£950.00 

7 Violet Films  Folkestone Documentary Festival 2022 £2,500.00 

8 MHA Communities Kent MHACK Lunch Club   £2,500.00 

9 
Folkestone Academy 

Florida Trip - November 2023 (25 

students) £2,500.00 

10 
The Autism Apprentice 

CIC 
Autism Advice Clinic 

£1,300.00 

11 Living Words  Normal? Festival of the Brain £2,500.00 

  
 

Total 
  £21,565.00 
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9. MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
To receive the Minutes of the above Committee’s meeting of 1st February, 5th 
April and 7th June 2022. 
 

10. MINUTES OF THE CLIMATE & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
To receive the Minutes of the above Committee’s meeting of 3rd February 
2022. 

 
11. MATTERS AND RESOLUTIONS FROM COMMITTEES  
 (items in bold italic have been brought forward for debate, remaining items to be 

noted) 
 

i. Planning Committee – 2022/23 
It was resolved that Councillor Paul Bingham be appointed Chairman 
and Councillor Richard Wallace be appointed Vice Chairman of the 
Planning Committee for the 2022/23 Municipal Year. 
 

ii. Community Services Committee – 2022/23 
 It was resolved that Councillor Roger West be appointed Chairman 
and Councillor Michelle Keutenius be appointed Vice Chairman of the 
Community Services Committee for the 2022/23 Municipal Year. 
 

iii. Climate & Environment Committee - 2022/23 
It was resolved that Councillor Abena Akuffo-Kelly be appointed 
Chairman and the appointment of Vice Chairman of the Climate & 
Environment Committee for the 2022/23 Municipal Year be deferred. 
 

iv. Finance and General Purposes Committee – 2022/23 
It was resolved that Councillor Connor McConville be appointed 
Chairman and Councillor Tim Prater be appointed Vice Chairman of 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee for the 2022/23 
Municipal Year. 
 

v. Personnel Sub-Committee - 2022/23 
It was resolved that Councillor Mary Lawes be appointed Chairman 
and Councillor Belinda Walker be appointed Vice Chairman of the 
Personnel Sub-Committee for the 2022/23 Municipal Year. 

 
12. REVIEW OF TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The Terms of Reference for all committees have been reviewed and remain 
unchanged. 
 

13. JOHN BOWLEY AND SHERWOOD ALMSHOUSES 
 A fourth representative is required to join Councillors Paul Bingham, Roger 

West and Richard Wallace as representatives for the Town Council. 
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EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
The press and public are to be excluded for item 14 of this meeting under 
Section 1, sub-section 2, of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business. 
 
14. TOWN GRANT SCORES 

Members’ scores have been reconciled and the exempt table provided sets 
out the percentage scored and the calculated final award which is based on 
the combined score and available budget in accordance with Council’s 
adopted guidelines. Council is asked to approve the final awards. 
 
 
At this point, the meeting will adjourn for a brief period. 
 
 

15. FREEDOM OF ENTRY TO THE TOWN OF FOLKESTONE  
Presentation of Freedom of Entry to the Town of Folkestone to the Royal 
British Legion Cheriton & Morehall Branch. 
 

16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday, 11th January 2023 at 7 p.m.  
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Folkestone Town Meeting 
 

MINUTES of the Full Council Meeting held at the Town Hall, Folkestone on 
Thursday, 16th June 2022 at 6.30 p.m. 
 
TOWN COUNCILLORS PRESENT:  Councillors Abena Akuffo-Kelly (from 6.35 
p.m.), Ann Berry, Paul Bingham, Peter Gane, Dylan Jeffrey, Nicola Keen, Mary 
Lawes, Connor McConville, Jackie Meade, Tim Prater, Belinda Walker, and 
Roger West. 
 
ABSENT:  Councillors Dan Brook, David Horton and Richard Wallace (the Mayor 
advised she had received Councillor Wallace’s apologies) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Jennifer Childs - Town Clerk 
   Phil Cross – Finance Officer 
 
1876. APOLOGIES   

Apologies were received from Councillors Jonathan Graham, Ray Field 
and Michelle Keutenius. 
 

1877. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
1878. MINUTES 
 The Council was asked to receive and authorise the Minutes of the Annual 

Council Meeting held on 10th May 2022 and to ask the Town Mayor to sign 
them as a correct record. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 

10th May 2022 be received and signed as a correct record. 
 Proposed:  Councillor Peter Gane 
 Seconded:  Councillor Belinda Walker 
 Voting:  F:11, Ag:0, Ab:0 
 
1879. INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 Councillors considered and noted the Internal Auditor’s Report. 
 
1880. STATEMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROL  

Councillors considered the Statement of Internal Control in support of the 
Annual Governance Statement.  The Chairman of the meeting and the 
Town Clerk preceded to sign the document. 
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RESOLVED: To approve the Statement of Internal Control for the 
year ending 31st March 22 and for the Chairman and Town Clerk to 
sign. 
Proposed:  Councillor Ann Berry 
Seconded:  Councillor Paul Bingham 
Voting:  F:11, Ag:0, Ab:0 

 
1881. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2021/22 

Councillors considered the Annual Governance Statement and proposed 
that the following boxes be ticked: 
 
Boxes 1 to 8: ‘Yes’ 
Box 9:  ‘N/A’ 
 
RESOLVED:  To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2021/22 
and for the Chairman and Town Clerk to sign. 
Proposed:  Councillor Tim Prater 
Seconded:  Councillor Paul Bingham 
Voting:  F:11, Ag:0, Ab:0 

 
1882. STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND ANNUAL RETURN 2021/22 

Councillors approved the Statement of Accounts for 2021/22, the Annual 
Return for 2021/22 (Section 2 of the Annual Return for the year ending 31 
March 2022) and the supporting Bank Reconciliation.  The Chairman of 
the meeting preceded to sign the document. 

 
RESOLVED: To approve the Statement of Accounts and Annual 
Return 2021/22 and for the Chairman to sign. 
Proposed:  Councillor Peter Gane 
Seconded:  Councillor Jackie Meade 
Voting:  F:11, Ag:0, Ab:0 

 
6.35pm Councillor Akuffo-Kelly arrived at this juncture. 
  
1883. PERIOD OF EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS 

The dates set for the period of exercise of public rights are 1 July 2022 to 
11 August 2022, during which time members of the public may inspect 
accounting records by prior arrangement. 

 
1884. ANNUAL REPORT 2021/22 

Councillors considered and noted the 2021/22 Annual Report. 
 
 
 
 

 

006



 

683 

 

 

1885. COUNCILLOR QUESTION 
 Councillor Lawes reported that people are having great difficulty 

contacting their GP Surgeries to arrange appointments. When they do get 
through, some are so frustrated and angry that they abuse the staff. This 
is not acceptable but understandable. Elderly people have been finding it 
particularly hard to get in touch as most only use phones and have been 
suffering in silence. Councillor Lawes asked whether the Council could 
help the GP’s by publicising the issues and communicating more, as the 
wall of silence leads to mistrust and bad feeling, which is not helpful. 

 
Councillor Lawes asked that the Council consider writing to all GP 
Surgeries in the Folkestone area, asking: 
What are the difficulties they are experiencing with their practices? 
Why are they not open fully and dealing with their patients face to face? 
Is there a time scale when things will go back to normal? 
If the situation and constraints remain, can they at least improve their 
contact and communication for patients to enable them to get in touch? 
 
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk writes to local GP surgeries, 
Damian Collins MP, Councillors Rolfe & Hollingsby at Folkestone & 
Hythe District Council. 
Proposed:  Councillor Mary Lawes 
Seconded:  Councillor Peter Gane 
Voting:  F:12, Ag:0, Ab:0 

 
1886. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

 22nd September 2022 at 7.00 p.m. – Ordinary Full Council Meeting 
  

The meeting concluded at 6.45 pm. 
 
 
 

 
 

……………………………………………………Town Mayor 
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