
 

FOLKESTONE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

Meeting: Finance and General Purposes Committee  
Date: Thursday 20th October 2022  
Time: 7.00 p.m. 
Place: Council Offices, Town Hall, 1-2 Guildhall Street, Folkestone. 
 
To: The Finance and General Purposes Committee 
 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to attend a meeting of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee on the date and at the time and place shown above to 
transact the business shown on the agenda below.  The meeting will be open to 
the press and public. 
 
Any member who wishes to have information on any matter arising on the Agenda 
which is not fully covered in these papers is requested to give notice prior to the 
meeting to the Town Mayor, the Committee Chairman or the Finance Officer. 
 
 

 
 
 
P Cross 
Finance Officer 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 To receive and approve any apologies for absence. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 To receive any declarations of either personal or prejudicial interests that 

Members may wish to make. 
 
 

Date of Publication:  13 October 2021 
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3. MINUTES 

1) To receive the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee held on 1st September 2022 and to authorise the 
Chairman of the Committee to sign them as a correct record. 
 
2) To receive and note the Minutes of the meetings of the Personnel Sub-
Committee held on 17th February 2022 and 1st September 2022. 
 

4. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
 The attached schedule details payments made between 1st August 2022 

and 30th September 2022. 
  
5. BUDGET MONITORING STATEMENT 2022/23 
 The attached statement sets out details of the Town Council’s 

expenditure/income up to the 30th September 2022. 
 
6. BANK RECONCILIATION 
 In line with financial regulations the bank reconciliation statement at 30th 

September 2022 is attached for information. 
 
7. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS 2021/22 
 For the Committee’s information, the external auditor, PKF Littlejohn LLP, 

has approved the Folkestone Town Council Accounts and Annual Return 
for 2021/22 without qualification. Public notification is attached and has 
been posted on the Town Council’s website. 

 
8. WARD GRANTS 
 For information, the attached shows ward grants approved by the Town 

Clerk between 1st August 2022 and 30th September 2022. 
 
9. WARD GRANT BALANCES  
 For information, the attached shows ward grant balances available to each 

Councillor as at 30th September 2022. 
 
10. MOBILE CCTV UNIT – CHERITON RECREATION GROUND 
 Following concerns from Police and local residents, Councillor Peter Gane 

has requested that the Town Council considers the installation of a mobile 
CCTV camera to be placed at Cheriton Recreation Ground.  The cost of this 
would be in the region of £6,000 and funding is available from the CCTV 
Reserve. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

002



 
11. MATTERS AND RESOLUTIONS FROM COMMITTEES 
 1) Personnel Sub-Committee 29th September 2022 

At the Extraordinary meeting of the Personnel Sub-Committee held on 29th 
September 2022, it was resolved to recommend a temporary pay increase 
for posts F07 and F09 during the absence of the Town Clerk.  The total cost 
for the period July to December (including oncost) will be approximately 
£10,000, with the overspend being met from the General Reserve at the 
end of the year if necessary.  The Committee is asked to approve the 
payments. 

 
 2) Community Services 6th October 2022 

At its meeting of 6th October 2022, the Community Services Committee 
resolved that £1,000 from Local Projects and £8,000 from Youth Facilities 
be vired to the Parks budget to facilitate urgent work required at three 
Folkestone Town Council parks, subject to approval from the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee.  Members are asked to approve the 
virement. 
 

12. TREE PLANTING SCHEDULE 2022/23 
Following the cancellation of the Climate & Environment Committee 
meeting on 6th October, which was inquorate, the Committee is asked to 
consider the following urgent matter, as work is due to commence 
imminently: 
 
Having sought suggestions from Councillors, Tree Wardens and members 
of the public, the Tree Working Group has compiled a draft tree planting 
schedule in partnership with Kent County Council.  The schedule proposes 
planting for highways and footpaths, utilising the 2022/23 budget allocation 
of £20,000. 

The Committee is asked to approve the Tree Planting Schedule for 2022/23 
and release of the £20,000 budget for this purpose. 

13. BUDGET 2023/24 – POTENTIAL GROWTH ITEMS 
 The Committee is asked to give thought to possible growth items and non-

recurring revenue expenditure for next year.  The Committee will receive 
and discuss the full list of proposals put forward for growth/savings by all 
Committees at its meeting in December.  The Committee may also wish to 
discuss an initial target precept figure in advance of the next meeting. 

 
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 15th December 2022 at 7.00pm 
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FOLKESTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held at 
Folkestone Town Council Offices, Town Hall, 1-2 Guildhall Street, Folkestone 
on Thursday, 1st September 2022 at 7.00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Ray Field, Peter Gane, Mary Lawes, Connor McConville 
(Chair), Belinda Walker and Richard Wallace (attending as substitute for Dylan 
Jeffrey). 
 
ABSENT: Councillors Abena Akuffo-Kelly and Dan Brook 
 
OFFICER PRESENT:     Phil Cross (Finance Officer) 
 
 
 
1491. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies were received from Councillors Jonathan Graham, David Horton, 

Dylan Jeffrey and Tim Prater. 
 
1492. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 Councillor Mary Lawes declared an interest in item 10 (Southern Way Play 

Park) as a member for Harbour Ward. 
 
1493. MINUTES 

The Committee received the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee held on 16 June 2022.   
 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee held on 16 June 2022 be received and 
signed as a correct record. 

 Proposed:  Councillor Peter Gane 
 Seconded: Councillor Belinda Walker 
 Voting: F:5, Ag:0, Ab:1 
 
1494. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
 The Committee considered the schedule of payments made between 1 June 

2022 and 31 July 2022. 
 
 RESOLVED: That the Schedule of Payments for the period 1 June 2022 

to 31 July 2022 be approved. 
Proposed:  Councillor Connor McConville 

 Seconded: Councillor Mary Lawes 
 Voting: F:6, Ag:0, Ab:0 
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1495. BUDGET MONITORING STATEMENT 2022/23 
 The budget monitoring statement to the 31 July 2022 was received by the 

Committee.  
 
 RESOLVED: That the Budget Monitoring Statement to 31 July 2022 be 

approved. 
Proposed:  Councillor Connor McConville 

 Seconded: Councillor Peter Gane 
 Voting: F:6, Ag:0, Ab:0 
 
1496. BANK RECONCILIATION 

The bank reconciliation statement as at 31 July 2022 was noted by the 
Committee. 

  
1497. WARD GRANTS 
 A list of ward grants approved by the Town Clerk between 1 June 2022 and 

31 July 2022 was provided for the Committee’s information and duly noted. 
 

1498. WARD GRANT BALANCES 2022/23 
 A list of ward grant balances available to each Councillor as at 31 July 2022 

was provided for the Committee’s information and duly noted. 
 
1499. UNSPENT WARD GRANT BALANCES 
 Councillors received and noted report F/22/317 on how unspent ward grants 

are dealt with at the end of each financial year. 
 
 RESOLVED: That the matter should be considered at Full Council after 

the May 2023 elections, as any decision would not impact the current 
Council. 
Proposed:  Councillor Peter Gane 

 Seconded: Councillor Mary Lawes 
 Voting: F:5, Ag:0, Ab:1 
 
1500. SOUTHERN WAY PLAY PARK 
 It had recently come to notice that Southern Way Play Park, which formed 

part of the agreement with Folkestone & Hythe District Council, was in fact 
the property of Southern Water and the District Council had no legal interest 
in this land.  Southern Water had agreed, subject to internal approval, to 
draft a service agreement allowing the Town Council to manage the park.  
The Finance Officer updated the Committee on the latest developments and 
presented an initial draft agreement provided by Southern Water.  The 
Committee was requested to give permission to proceed with a formal 
agreement which would then be presented to Full Council for consideration. 

 
 The Committee was particularly concerned that the draft only required the 

Grantor to give three months’ notice of termination.  Southern Water will be 
asked to reconsider this and give at least twelve months’ notice.  It was also 
suggested that Southern Water should be asked for a contribution towards 
the maintenance of the Park. 
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 RESOLVED: That a formal agreement be prepared and presented to 

Full Council for consideration. 
Proposed:  Councillor Peter Gane 

 Seconded: Councillor Connor McConville 
 Voting: F:6, Ag:0, Ab:0 
 
1501. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Thursday, 20th October 2022 at 7.00pm 
 
The meeting concluded at 7.50pm 
 
 
 
 

Chairman………………………………………………… 
 
 

 
    Date……………………………………………………… 
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RESERVES & PROVISIONS AT 30 SEP 2022

BALANCE BALANCE

CODE AT 1/4/22 AT 30/9/22

£ £

310 GENERAL FUND 248,400 248,400

340 NEW SERVICES RESERVE 93,687 93,687

362 MUSEUM/HERITAGE RESERVE 211,413 174,810

363 TOURISM RESERVE 4,735 4,735

365 BUS SHELTERS 0 3,500

383 WARD GRANTS RESERVE 19,393 19,393

385 TOWN GRANTS RESERVE 3,036 3,036

386 FTC ELECTIONS 20,400 20,400

387 ARMED FORCES' DAY RESERVE 0 0

390 SALT BINS 6,168 6,168

392 LEAS FLOWER POWER 0 0

393 ANTI-LITTER CAMPAIGN 2,000 2,000

396 BENCHES 100 100

400 PLAY AREAS 100,000 107,389

403 CCTV EQUIPMENT/MAINTENANCE 0 28,085

404 CHRISTMAS EVENT (FTC) 0 0

405 CHRISTMAS EVENT (CHERITON) 2,249 2,249

406 NEIGHBOURHOOD FUND 36,938 36,938

407 LUNCHES FOR CHILDREN 0 0

408 CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN 2,217 2,217

409 COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 71,303 71,303

410 GUILDHALL UMBRELLA PROJECT 5,425 5,308

499 PROVISION FOR OUTSTANDING INVOICES 5,134 5,134

TOTAL 832,598 834,852
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Folkestone Town Council Current Year03/10/2022
12:24

Date:
Time:

Page 1
User: PJCBank Reconciliation Statement as at 30/09/2022for Cashbook 1 - Current Bank Account

Bank Statement Account Name (s) BalancesStatement Date Page 
HSBC Current Account 80,578.2530/09/2022 476

80,578.25
Unpresented Cheques (Minus) Amount

0.00
0.00

80,578.25
Receipts not Banked/Cleared (Plus)

0.00
0.00

Balance per Cash Book is :-
Difference is :-

80,578.25
80,578.25

0.00

020



3 

www.pkf-l.com 

Folkestone Town Council 

Notice of conclusion of audit 

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2022 

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

Notes 

1. The audit of accounts for Folkestone Town Council for the year ended
31 March 2022 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

      This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 
of the AGAR must be published 
by 30 September. This must 
include publication on the 
smaller authority’s website. 
The smaller authority must 
decide how long to publish the 
Notice for; the AGAR and 
external auditor report must be 
publicly available for 5 years. 

(a) Insert the name, position and 
address of the person to whom 
local government electors should 
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) Insert the hours during which 
inspection rights may be 
exercised

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for 
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Folkestone 
Town Council on application to:

(a) Phil Cross, Finance Officer, Folkestone Town Council
Town Hall, 1-2 Guildhall Street,
Folkestone CT20 1DY

(b) 10am-4pm Tuesday to Friday by appointment only

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £1.00 for each 
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for 
copying costs

Announcement made by: (d) Phil Cross, Finance Officer (d) Insert the name and position of 
person placing the notice

Date of announcement: (e) 7th September 2022 (e) Insert the date of placing of the 
notice 
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3 Page 6 of 6 

Section 3 – External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22 

In respect of Folkestone Town Council – KE0101 
ow 

 

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor 
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A 
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that 
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full 
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.  

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on 
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – 
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ . 

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a 
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in 
accordance with Proper Practices which:  

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and  
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external 
auditors. 

2 External auditor report 2021/22 

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22 
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 
March 2022.

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in 
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that 
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  
 
 

 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 
 
None 

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note 
AGN/02.  The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk) 

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP 
 

External Auditor Name 
 

External Auditor Signature 
 

31/08/2022 
 

Date 
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